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DEEP PURPLE, the group with the ‘classical’ tag, have managed to shake off that unwanted 
identity with a chart-busting album, “Deep Purple In Rock”, which is just what it says — 
Deep Purple creating the kind of rock excitement which puts most other bands in the shade. 
Guitarist Ritchie Blackmore and bassist Roger Glover talked elatedly about their new-found recognition 
and revealed that it has come indirectly through their ignoring the American market where they made 
their first big impression with such giant hits as “Hush”. 
“It does seem a bit of a reversal,’ explained Ritchie, “but we felt that making it here was more 
important than America. So for the past year we've been playing all over the country building up a 
following and the success of this album confirms the kind of reactions we've been getting at gigs. 


“Of course, we made a lot of 
money in the States but then it all 
goes back in touring expenses. | 
don’t think it was really a 
conscious thing to drop the pace 
over there but it was in the back 
of our minds all the time. Any way 
making it here is just that bit 
harder | think.” 


Conscious 


But although the hard rock 
sound of “Deep Purple In Rock” 
might seem a conscious effort to 
play different music Roger Glover 
affirmed that the band have 
always been a heavy rock outfit. 

“The fact that we did the 
‘Concerto’ with the London 
Philharmonic was by the way. It 
did us a lot of good and we 
appreciate that but it’s nice to 
know that people dig us for what 
we are ... a rock band,” 

Ritchie commented that he 
didn’t like playing with orchestras 
in any event. “There’s so much 
tension,” heexplained. ‘To work 
with such a large number of 
controlled musicians it takes weeks 
of practice and we had one day. 
Then if | felt like getting away 
from the main theme of the music 
to jam there was no possibility of 
that. They would get lost so you 
have to underplay all the time, 
hold yourself back and keep 
thinking I’ve got to play every 
note right or I'll mess it all up.” 


Controversy 


But with a commission from 
the BBC for the group to produce 
another orchestrated work it looks 
as if they will be in the middle of 
another controversy come the end 
of the year. This time, however, 
they will have learned from the 
mistakes of last year’s work. 

Working full-out since the 
‘Concerto’, however, to establish 
themselves as a top rock act has 
taken its toll of Deep Purple’s 
strength. “‘It’s got to the stage,” 
remarked manager John Coletta, 
“where lan Paice, the drummer, 
collapses after gigs and | have to 
carry him offstage.” The group are 
currently enjoying a well-deserved 
and long-awaited holiday, having 
hired various water-bound craft for 
a sojourn on the Thames, 

But not only has their album 
had success. A single, “Black 
Night’, their first for ten months, 
tasted the latter end of the Fifty. 
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“Without boasting we can’t really 
charge much more in this country. 
We've been getting top-price fees 
for some time now even without a 
hit album.” But both Roger and 
Ritchie agreed that they disliked 
the practice of charging incredibly 
high fees and making the fans pay 
well over the odds. 


Not keen 


Festival-wise not too much has 
been seen of the band here and 
they explained that they were not 
keen on the events due to the 
general lack of management on the 
part of organisers. Said Ritchie: 
“You can’t get the sound you 
want. It doesn’t matter how good 
your equipment is, if the earthing 
is not up to scratch you often get 
a lousy sound. Any festivals we’ve 
played here have been terrible but 
we did do one in San Francisco in 
front of 60,000 people and that 
was brilliant.” 


Pressure 


“| don’t think it’s the sound so 
much,”” Roger commented, ‘’as the 


“We don’t worry too much about 
singles,” Roger said. “But there 
was a bit of managerial pressure to 
get one this time and although we 
would never go out to write a 
chart single this thing came up at 
just the right moment.” 


| 

“In fact,” Ritchie added, “it’s a 
nick from various other thing! 
which we've converted to a smash 
hit!’’ 


Capitalise 


Now that they are establishe| 
album artists it would seem Dee 
Purple are in a strong position t, 
capitalise on this by raising the 
price. But Ritchie said quieti 
lack of contact between audienc 
and group. You get up on stag 
and most of the time you don’ 
know if there’s an audience ther 
or not. There’s only blackness i 
front of you and there's nothin 
to get excited about. There was 
one festival we played at ono 


the stage was so high that most o' 
the audience couldn’t see wha’ 
was happening onstage. That's just 
ludicrous.” 


Foothold 


Now that they have gained a 
firm foothold here and in Europe’ 
where both album and single are 
faring extremely well, Deep Purple 
are once again looking towards) 
America. A tour, albeit a short! 
one, is planned for August and) 
this time they will cross the 
Atlantic with the security of) 
recognition in their homeland. 
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